A NEW HYBRID AECHMEA by Mulford Foster in Brom Soc Bull 6(2): 31. 1956
Aechmea X “Royal Wine” M B Foster hybr. nov.
(Aechmea miniata var. discolor X A. Victoriana var discolor)
Type No. 2897 (U. S., Nat'l Herbarium)

This new hybrid was made in 1946 and first flowered in 1950; it is a striking improvement in both size and color on either of thc parent plants. Both of these parents are "discolor" variety plants, having leavcs that are green on the upper side and bronze-red below. Thc resulting hybrid "Royal Wine" carries this same discolor character but with intensified brilliance to the extent that the leaves appear_almost as though they were artificially treated with a polishing wax.

The leavcs are strap-shaped and are one and a half to two inches in width at maturity, resembling the leaves of Ae. miniata var. discolor in conformation and not channelled as in Ae. Victoriana var. discolor.
This new hybrid is much more vigorous in growth than its parents and when grown in good, full light is a really outstanding plant.

The inflorescence, which may be simple or slightly branched, more nearly resembles that of Ae. Victoriana var. discolor in form and position being semi-pendent, but the flowers are larger and lighter in color. 

New growth offshoots appear soon after the inflorescence has ceased flowering: They appear on short stolons of onc or two inchcs in length. The first leavcs that appear are deep cherry-maroon, in color, on both sides, but the more mature leaves show the “discolor” combination as they develop in size.
